
 T H E C O N C R E T E I B i u r o A r c h i t e k t o n i c z n e B a r y c z & S a r a m o w i c z

W a r s a w I Po l a n d I 2 0 1 7

01|01
© Biuro Architektoniczne Barycz & Saramowicz

Monday 
Montag
Lund i



THE CONCRETE is considered to be the largest usage of architectural concrete in 
the European residential architecture.
Located at the gates of the city of Warsaw, sinking in a pine forest, Izabelin is a 
beautiful enclave in the Kampinoski National Park. It is where an exposed concrete 
residence has been built.
The building’s design fits into an architectural trend of discretion. Looking for an idea 
how to enable the house to ideally blend into the landscape, which is determined by a 
huge pine forest, Rafal Barycz and Pawel Saramowicz from Barycz & Saramowicz 
Design Studio have concentrated on planning and design of the villa and then its 
external envelope. The house made of exposed concrete is challenging, aimed to 
draw the space in and focused on its interior. The building has been tailored to a 
sophisticated client.
The essence of innovation of this building is that its very wide functionality could imply 
an extensive multi-wing approach, whereas quite the contrary has happened. 
Substantial utility functions have been closed in a nearly square contour, with 
separate hollowed areas of an atrium, summer dining room and the main entrance. 
The house has been designed on a geometrically strong square plan, which is 
determined by a symbolic defensive wall. Since the archetypal wall should be built of 
stone, a modern stone equivalent has been used here - raw concrete with organic 
prints of the formwork. According to Barycz and Saramowicz, concrete as a wall 
material gives a strong character to its form, just like stone, and is also the language 
of the contemporary architecture.
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